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Abstract. This research aims to highlight the rights of the child in
Islamic law and the amended Iraqi Personal Status Law of 1959 across
three different stages: the pre-marriage stage, the stage of fetal
development, and the stage after birth up to the age of two years. This
is because the rights of the child in both Islamic law and secular law
do not begin only after birth; rather, the child should enjoy rights at
various stages before birth. Therefore, we find that religious texts
emphasize the necessity of creating a stable family environment for
the child before marriage by encouraging young people to carefully
choose their life partner based on religion and ethics. After marriage
and the conception of the fetus, Islamic law and secular law
recommend preserving the life of the fetus and ensuring that the
mother's environment is stable and comfortable for the child's
development. This can be achieved by maintaining the mother's
physical and psychological health, as the deterioration of the mother's
health harms the fetus. After birth, once again, religious and legal
texts protect the rights of the child and emphasize the full importance
of their rights both materially and morally. In this research, a
comparative descriptive-analytical approach was used. The content of
the research has been divided into three different sections, each
devoted to discussing the most important rights and needs of the child
during the three stages mentioned above. In the end, the conclusion
and results are presented.
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